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Open (Geospatial) Data: Opportunities and 
Challenges
Open Data as a movement and as a resource
Opportunities and challenges
Concluding remarks
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Open (Geospatial) Data: Opportunities and 
Dilemmas
First experiences
– Open data in science (Open Science, Open Research)
– City of Glasgow; City of Nanaimo BC (Open Government)
Simple definition: “that government data be freely available 
without restrictions”
As a movement
– Grows out of a number of trends and perspectives: 
accountability; transparency; responsiveness; devolution 
and self-governance; Government 2.0...
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“...they can simply log on to Google Maps or Google Earth and 
track the firefighters in real time as they tear down the streets of 
this Vancouver Island port community. The Google-enabling of 
Nanaimo's fire service, launched just weeks ago, is the latest 
venture in a British Columbia town that has been dubbed the 
capital of Google Earth.
With Nanaimo, they have mapped nearly every conceivable thing 
using Google Earth and Google Maps,"
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Open (Geospatial) Data: Opportunities and 
Dilemmas
The Open Data movement is growing quickly. What 
does this mean for governments and 
citizens/consumers?
– Who is (not) going to use the information?
– How and why will data be used?
– Are there known and/or unknown unknowns?
– Who pays and who benefits?
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Who is (not) going to use the information?
A digital divide?
"This really is one of those rare opportunities every 100 years in 
land development where there is a chance to revision the area 
and where ideas can come forward," says John Danahy, a 
University of Toronto professor of landscape architecture who was 
inspired by his neighbour Tovey to take charge of the plan. "This 
is a pregnant moment.“
With the click of a mouse, Danahy shows what the lands south of 
Lakeshore Rd. between Cawthra and Dixie Rds., could 
accommodate.
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How and why will data be used? - 1
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How and why will data be used? - 2
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(Un)Known unknowns
Source: Research Related to Privacy and the Use of 
Geospatial Information , NRCan
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Who pays and who benefits?
What about 
MONETISATION?
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Open (Geospatial) Data: Opportunities and 
Dilemmas
W5H, $
Scenarios: growth and empowerment; unfulfilled 
promise; blip on the radar
‘Embedded research’ – couple Open Data with 
(Open) Research to learn going forward (research of
and for policy)
